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Excavate a 6”x6” trench along

the proposed fence line.
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Place fabric and support stakes
and extend fabric into the trench.
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Backfill and compact the excavated soil.

\
\
\
%

STEP 3

SPECIFICATIONS FOR SILT FENCE

1. SILT FENCE SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED BEFORE
UPSLOPE LAND DISTURBANCE BEGINS.

2. ALL SILT FENCE SHALL BE PLACED AS CLOSE TO
A LEVEL CONTOUR AS POSSIBLE SO THAT WATER
WILL NOT CONCENTRATE AT LOW POINTS IN THE
FENCE AND SO THAT SMALL SWALES OR DEPRES-
SIONS WHICH MAY CARRY SMALL CONCENTRATED
FLOWS TO THE SILT FENCE ARE DISSIPATED ALONG
ITS LENGTH. SILT FENCE SHALL NOT BE PLACED
WITHIN A DITCH OR SWALE.

3. TO PREVENT WATER PONDED BY THE SILT FENCE
FROM FLOWING AROUND THE ENDS, EACH END
SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED UPSLOPE SO THAT THE
ENDS ARE AT A HIGHER ELEVATION.

4. WHERE POSSIBLE, SILT FENCE SHALL BE PLACED
ON THE FLATTEST AREA AVAILABLE.

5. WHERE POSSIBLE, VEGETATION SHALL BE
PRESERVED FOR 5 FT.(OR AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE)
UPSLOPE FROM THE SILT FENCE. IF VEGETATION IS
REMOVED, IT SHALL BE REESTABLISHED WITHIN 7
DAYS FROM THE INSTALLATION OF THE SILT FENCE.

6. THE HEIGHT OF THE SILT FENCE SHALL BE A
MINIMUM OF 16 IN. ABOVE THE ORIGINAL
GROUND SURFACE.

7. THE SILT FENCE SHALL BE PLACED IN A TRENCH
CUT A MINIMUM OF 6 IN. DEEP. THE TRENCH
SHALL BE CUT WITH A TRENCHER, CABLE LAYING
MACHINE, OR OTHER SUITABLE DEVICE WHICH WILL
ENSURE AN ADEQUATELY UNIFORM TRENCH DEPTH.

8. THE SILT FENCE SHALL BE PLACED WITH THE
STAKES ON THE DOWNSLOPE SIDE OF THE
GEOTEXTILE AND SO THAT 6 IN. OF CLOTH ARE
BELOW THE GROUND SURFACE. EXCESS MATERIAL
SHALL LAY ON THE BOTTOM OF THE 6-IN.-DEEP
TRENCH. THE TRENCH SHALL BE BACKFILLED AND
COMPACTED.

9. SEAMS BETWEEN SECTION OF SILT FENCE SHALL
BE OVERLAPPED WITH THE END STAKES OF EACH
SECTION WRAPPED TOGETHER BEFORE DRIVING
INTO THE GROUND.

10. MAINTENANCE — SILT FENCE SHALL ALLOW RUNOFF
TO PASS ONLY AS DIFFUSE FLOW THROUGH THE
GEOTEXTILE. IF RUNOFF OVERTOPS THE SILT FENCE,
FLOWS UNDER OR AROUND THE ENDS, OR IN ANY
OTHER WAY BECOMES A CONCENTRATED FLOW,

ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SHALL BE PERFORMED, AS
APPROPRIATE: 1) THE LAYOUT OF THE SILT FENCE
SHALL BE CHANGED, 2) ACCUMULATED SEDIMENT
SHALL BE REMOVED, OR 3) OTHER PRACTICES
SHALL BE INSTALLED.

11. THE MAXIMUM DRAINAGE AREA CONTRIBUTING
SEDIMENT LADEN RUNOFF TO THE SILT FENCE
SHALL NOT EXCEED THE FOLLOWING:

Max. drainage area (ac) Max. slope (s) within
drainage area

0.5 s < 2%
0.25 2% < s £ 20%
0.125 s > 20%

CRITERIA FOR SILT FENCE MATERIALS
1. FENCE POSTS — THE LENGTH SHALL BE A MINIMUM
OF 32 IN. LONG. WOOD POSTS WILL BE 2-BY-2-
IN. HARDWOOD OF SOUND QUALITY. THE
MAXIMUM SPACING BETWEEN POSTS SHALL BE
10 FT.

2. SILT FENCE FABRIC SHALL BE ODOT TYPE C
GEOTEXTILE FABRIC OR AS DESCRIBED BY THE
CHART BELOW:

Fabric Properties
Minimum Tensile Strength 120 Ibs.
Maximum Elongation at 60 Ibs 50%
Minimum Puncture Strength 50 Ibs.
Minimum Tear Strength 40 Ibs.
Minimum Burst Strength 200 psi
Apparent Opening Size < 0.84 mm
Minimum Permittivity 1x 107 sec.”
Ultraviolet Exposure Strength Retention 70%
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