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Public Works Technician Supervisor 
Cody Booher works to install a banner 
along Veterans Parkway near Poplar 
Hill Cemetery. The veteran banner 
program is a joint project of the City of 
Vandalia, Vandalia-Butler Chamber of 
Commerce, and Butler Township.
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On Memorial Day, 2023, drivers 
using Dixie Drive, also known as 
Veterans Parkway in Vandalia and 
Butler Township had a very visual 
representation of what the holiday 
truly means. The week prior, Vandalia 
and Butler Township had completed 
the installation of 151 Veteran 
banners.

Installed from Stop Eight Road 
through to National Road, the 
banners were purchased by family 
members of those who have served in 
the United States military.

The project was a joint effort between 
the Vandalia-Butler Chamber of 
Commerce, the City of Vandalia and 
Butler Township.

The banners will be displayed along 
Veterans Parkway through 2024, 
then presented to the families who 
purchased them. A new group of 
banners will be installed in time for 
Memorial Day, 2025.

Veteran Banners
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On the cover

For Tiffany Brown, a mother of four 
children, renting is all that her family 
has ever known. Although Tiffany has 
lived in apartments since before her 
children were born, she has dreamed 
of owning a home. In June of this 
year, Tiffany and her family saw the 
dream of home ownership become a 
reality.

The family moved into a home on 
Foley Drive built through Habitat for 
Humanity of Greater Dayton.

The lot had once been the site of a 
home that had fallen into disrepair. 
The owners had abandoned the 
structure, and it reached a point 
where it was no longer financially 
feasible to make repairs. The only 
option was to tear the building down.

“We try very hard to work with 
the homeowners whenever there 
is an issue with property upkeep,” 
said Rob Cron, Vandalia Public 
Service Director. ”The residents in 
the neighborhood have every right 
to expect homes to be kept to some 
standard, and razing a building is a 
last resort when we’ve exhausted all 
other avenues for code compliance.”  

Once the home was taken down, the 
City of Vandalia reached out to the 
Dayton Habitat for Humanity office 
and offered to donate the lot to the 
non-profit.

Ms. Brown was accepted into the 
Habitat program in 2019, which 
requires a good amount of dedication 
from the prospective homeowner. 
She contributed 295 hours of “sweat 
equity” working on the home. She 
also attended home ownership 
classes to prepare for this new 
chapter in her life.

Former U.S. Senator Rob Portman, 
a longtime supporter of Habitat for 
Humanity, worked on the home in late 
2022 and made it a point to drive 
up to Vandalia for the dedication. He 
presented the Browns with a United 
States flag that had been flown over 
the U.S. Capitol Building.

Habitat spokesperson Dave Mauch 
said that the City of Vandalia played 
a key role in making this house a 
reality. “Dan Wendt and his team 
have been really fantastic,” Mauch 
said. “We really appreciate him and 
all he did to make this happen.”

Welcome to Vandalia!

Family Purchases City’s First 
Habitat For Humanity Home

ABOVE: Former US Senator Rob Portman 
presents a flag to the Brown family during 
the dedication of their Habitat for Humanity 
home.

LEFT: Tiffany Brown (center) and her family 
pose with keys to their new home.

This photo honors a soldier killed in 
the US Civil War. With no available 
photo of the veteran, organizers used 
a photo of a statue of Private George 
Washington Fair. The limestone 
statue was dedicated in 1884 at the 
intersection of Main and Monument, 
and eventually became so weathered 
that it was moved to a porched in area 
at the Dayton VA Medical Center. A 
bronze replica of the original statue is 
displayed in Dayton’s downtown.
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Aggregation Update
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City of Vandalia residents deciding whether to remain 
part of the City’s natural gas and electricity aggregation 
program now have a contracted electric rate to consider. 
In June, the Miami Valley Communications Council 
accepted a contracted rate for electricity obtained by the 
Palmer Energy Group of Toledo.

The electric rate, which is guaranteed through December 
2025, is .06570/kWh. For comparison, this rate is 4.77% 
below the rate recently set for Butler Township residents, 
31.9% below the City of Dayton rate, and 39.17% below 
the standard AES rate.

The new rate is expected to begin appearing on Vandalia 
utility bills in October, 2023.

The organization is still working to negotiate a natural gas 
rate. There has been no timetable set on when that rate 
might be set.

“This is the latest step in a process that began in 
November of last year when Vandalia residents 

overwhelmingly approved two ballot issues authorizing 
the City to negotiate natural gas and electric rates on their 
behalf,” said Dan Wendt, Vandalia City Manager. “We 
are impressed with the electric rate that Vandalia, and our 
aggregation partners, were able to secure.”

Vandalia residents eligible for aggregation received a 
letter outlining the new rate and giving them the option to 
opt out of the aggregation if they choose. 

There is no penalty for leaving the aggregation, so at any 
time within the term of the contract a resident may opt out 
with no penalty.

If a resident who opts out wishes to join the aggregation, 
they may do so at any time. 

To remain a top-tier suburb in the Dayton 
region, the City of Vandalia relies on 
the volunteer efforts of its residents. On 
Tuesday, May 3, the City honored all 
of its volunteers with an Appreciation 
Dinner.

“So much of what we do is impacted 
by the work of caring and dedicated 
volunteers who serve on our boards and 
commissions and help us to continue to 
provide the best possible services for 
our residents,” said Vandalia Mayor 
Richard Herbst. “Boards and Committees 
typically meet in evening hours and they 
consider issues that have an impact on 
our quality of life. For the tidy sum of zero 
dollars and zero cents, these volunteers 
are willing to put in time to help make this 
city run.”

A special award was given to Tim 
Townsend, who has served on the City’s 
Civil Service Commission for 46 years.

City honors volunteers, board  
and commission members

RIGHT: Mayor Richard Herbst 
and Civil Service Commission 
member Timothy Townsend

BELOW: The City of Vandalia is 
grateful for the hard work and 
dedication of all of our Board 
and Commission members and 
other volunteers.
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Vandalia 2023 Road Resurfacing Project

Bartles Court
Birchton Place
Bristol Drive
Donora Drive
Dunnigan Avenue
Gold Leaf Avenue
Great Hill Road
Hartshorn Drive
Inverness Avenue
Jeffrey Road
Kristen Lane
Larry Avenue 

(National to Waller)
North American Blvd
Old Webster Street
Paddock Road
Poplar Grove Drive
(Crestwood Hills to Dunnigan)
Reichard Drive
Ronald Street
Roxana Drive
Van Arden Drive
Volkman Drive
Waller Avenue
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The City of Vandalia welcomes new employees!

Chris 
Moehl

Firefighter/Paramedic/
Inspector

Division of Fire

Ever wonder what it’s like to ride on 
a fire truck?  What it feels like under 
a firefighter’s helmet?  Or even how 
to keep yourself and loved ones safe 
from a fire or accident?

Learn all these things and more at 
the Vandalia Division of Fire’s 2023 
Open House.  Kids and adults are 
invited to ride on a fire engine, try 
on firefighting gear and learn what 

Fire Open House Sunday, October 1
it’s like to be a firefighter. Firefighting 
and EMS personnel will be on hand 
to answer questions and lead tours of 
the station and equipment.  

The Open House will be held Sunday, 
October 1, from noon to 2:00 p.m. 
at Fire Station 1, 8705 Peters Pike.  
For more information, contact the 
Vandalia Division of Fire at 898-
2261. 

Corporate 
Challenge
The 34th Annual Vandalia Corporate 
Challenge was held the week of 
June 4-9. Inteva Products claimed 
the championship, winning outright 
six of the 12 events in the weeklong 
challenge. Inteva won in Volleyball, 
Minute to Win It, Football Skills, Soccer 
Skills, Golf Closest to the Pin and the 
Jig Saw Puzzle Challenge.

Marque 
Jones

Firefighter/Paramedic/
Inspector

Division of Fire

Noah 
Van Doesburg

Firefighter/Paramedic/
Inspector

Division of Fire

Aaron 
Evans

Public Works 
Technician

Public Works

Matthew 
Nicley

Police Officer
Division of Police

Sherry 
McConnaughey
Administrative Assistant
Parks and Recreation

Benjamin 
Borton

City Engineer
Development and 

Engineering Services

Harry 
Reed

Parks Maintenance 
Technician

Parks and Recreation

Garrett 
Danner

Building Maintenance 
Technician

Parks and Recreation

Amanda 
Everett

Firefighter/Paramedic/
Inspector

Division of Fire

Ethan 
Whitmer

Parks Maintenance 
Technician

Parks and Recreation

Paul 
Pollard
IT Systems 

Administrator
City Manager’s Office
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Hyper-Reach Messages in Action
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